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of ſome Important Seripture-Truths, d 
and all who Preach them from the Im- 
putation of NovxlxT v. : 


In a Letter tothe Revd. Mr. Fob: 
Malcom, occaſioned by his late Pam- 
* phler, entitled Perſonal Perſuaſion o 
2 Joundation for Religious Obedience. © 
11 ——⅜ - „ 3 8 


G Acts. XVII. IN Theſe were. more noble than coſe in Theſſalohicas 
. In thor they received the word with all readineſs of Mind, and fearch- 
ed thie ſcripcures daily, whether choſe things were (0, 


The ſupreme Judge by which all Controverſies of Relipion dre fo de 
F determined, and all decrees of Councils, Opinions of Laden Wric- 
ers, Doctrine of Men, and private Spirits are to be Examined and A 
In whoſe ſentence we are to refit, can be no oer bur the Holy Spitie x 
ſpeaking im cs boly ſcripture, Confeflion of Faith, eb. 1.5. 10. 5 
6 aione is Lord of the Conſcience, and hath leſt je free from the *: 


* 2/7 # 
—— — — z2çà ⁵ q — — 


Al Synoes Or Councils fince th ; 
F 
- Help in both. chap. 37. f. 4. ai dr Practice; ducco be umd 48 a8 


— 


5 By : the Belfaſt Society. NT 


9 


L 
3 


\ 
. —_ 


* 
z k 7 4 * 


3 


, 


© and are to be ſold ar his Shop, 1720. © 


carines and Commandmencs of men, which are in any Ming con- — | * | |” 


2 trary to his WOrd, or befide it, In Matterg of fait or worh/p, fo 5 . | 5 
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E are heartily ſorry, that you have 
4 laid us under an unhappy Neceſſity of 
doing juſtice, in ſo publick a manner to 
our Reputation; which you have treated 
With ſo much contempt and reproach (in 
your printed pamphlet entituled, Perſonal Per- 
ſuaſſon no Foundation for Religious Obedience : 
or ſome friendly Reflections Oc) as tends to 
make us vile and odious in the eyes of our 
People and Rev'd - Brethren; ro afford the 
Common Enemies of our Holy Religion 
matter of deriſion and triumph; and by this 
means to blaſt our Miniſtry, and render it 


unſuccesful with Reſpe& to the ends of it's 


lacred Inſtitution, more dear to us than our 
Lives and all our Temporal Comforts. We 
. have that opinion of your Integrity as to 
believe you uncapable of forming ſo wicked 


A deſign : we charge it on your Pamphlet, 


as it's Natural Tendency. We make all poſſi- 
ble Charitable Allowances for your miitak- 
ing the true ſtate of the caſe, your Credulity, 


and miſguided Zeal for truth: to all which 
we impute. your charging us with opinions 
Which we diſclaim, and Miſunderſtanding 


thoſ., we hold for plain ſcriptural Doctrines. 


The ſubſtance of your charge againſt us 
may be collected out of rhe following paſſages 


of your preface p. 4 a ſett of men 


— 
* 
* * 


b Preaching and printing, pretend to 
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Perſonal Perſuaſion in the room of 
Government and Diſcipline. Ibid. © ſome 
Men have ſetup for new Light (whence they 


. haye it I cannot tell) that has never appea- 


red in the Church of Chriſt before. Ibid. 
I hope our Brethren who have left us 
may be at length brought to ſee that Con- 


ſcience hath no ſuch Supremacy as to thruſt 


out the Government and Diſcipline of the 
o 

p-. 5. Do not condemn your pious 
and learned Fathers and all the Generati- 
ons of godly Miniſters and people from this 


time upward to the Aſcenſion of Chrift 


(who never left in record to poſterity ſuch 


Doctrine as now is in vogue amongſt you) 
till with great deliberation and careful 
ſearch of the ſcriptures, you find-they were 


wrong. I bid. IT with our Brethren who 


have ſo ſuddenly ſeparated from us would 


let us know what they would be at, by 


giving us a ſcheme of their new. Doctrine, 


that we may underſtand whether they be 
for any Government in the Church or none, 


* * 0 * 


whether Presbyterian, or Epiſcopal or Independ- 


ent, or whatever elſe they pleafe. 


You are pleaſed to introduce this Charge, 


by your remarks upon the abuſe of the Preſs 
by Atheifts, Antitrinitarians, Sociniaus, Qua- 
ters, Arminians, and, all the -rabble, of erroneous. 
fefts for carrying on their own boſe deſigns, by 
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which your unw ary Reader may be led 


to think that you dgſign'd to rank us amongſt 
them: You have ſuch opportunities of know- 
ing the falſhood of that charge, that we can't 
believe that you intended to load us with ſo 
vile a calumny; but the connection of your 


paper gives us juſt ground to call upon you 
do explain your ſelf. 

Jou advance nothing to ſupport your 
charge againſt us, but a Sermon, Preach'd aud 


Pwbliſh'd by Mr. Abernethy, one of pur number, 


entitled, Religious Obedience founded on perſonal | 


. perſnafion. The Doctrine contain'd in this 
ſermon you have Miſunderſtood : drawn falſe 
Conſequences from it, diſown'd by him and 
us: and put theſe Conſequences, of your own 


drawing, upon us; contrary to the expreſs] 


words of the ſermon, and the moſt obvious, 
evident ſenſe of which they arecapable, in the 
judgment of any unprejudic'd Reader: Before 
we lay open theſe miſtakes it will be proper 
to offer ſome General Remarks upon the 


-bzfore the world. | 
Me being ſenſible of many difficulties ari- 
ſing from our Perſonal Circumſtances, as well 
as the Common Condition of the Brethren o 
our Perfuaſic in this Kingdom which have 
hamper'd us in our purſuit after Learning 
could not think of a better Expedient 2 
promoting Chriſtian Knowledge and for ſtirring 
up the Gift of God in us, than by joining in 
83 VV 


Charge you thought fit to bring againſt us, 


199 „ . 1 2 


rere 


we judge to be the moſt neceſlary for rendring 1 


attended by one of the moſt judicious Audi- 


to have a Sermon Preach'd at each of our | 
meetings upon ſome ſele& Subjects, after the 3 
laudable Example of thoſe pious and Learned 3 
Divines in London who Preached the Lectures ig 


_ own Fathers in this Kingdom who kept a 


in England in Queen Elizabeth time, Which 


voluntary SOCIETY,; where we communi- 
cate to one another our Chriſtian Experience. $ 
the fruits of our Reading, Meditation ang ? 
Prayer, and confer upon thoſe points, which | + 


us faithful in the ſervice of our great Lord 
and Maſter, We do with thankful Acknow- 
ledgments to God (to whoſe ſovereign Grace 
we aſcribe all our ſucceſs) rejoice in thoſe 
ſatisfactory confirming views of his precious 
Truths, which we have found to be the 
happy fruits of ſuch Endeavours : And the 
Teſtimony of our Conſciences gives usa com- 
fortable ſupport under all the reproaches we 
have met with in the proſecution of ſo plain a 
Duty: 5 # 

Belfaſt, being the Center wherein we ordina- 
rily meet, where there is a weekly Lecture 


tories of our Perſuaſion in this Province, we 
thought it might promote Edification and 
encourage our ſelves to attend the better, 


at the Morning Exerciſe ; And that of our 


monthly meeting at Antrim, wherein they had 
Edifying Diſcpurſes both Publick and Private: 
and not altogether unlike the Prophecyings 
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5 "> 
were ſuppreſs'd by 4 ſpirit of Perſecution, 
to the great diſcouragement of Piety and uſe- 
ful Learning. ; 5 
The unnatural Contentions and Animoſities 
among Chriſtians, being one great Cauſe of the 
lamentable decay of Chriſtian Piety, we made 
choice of ſuch Subjects as we believed moſt 
conducive to revive and encourage the Vigo- 
rous exerciſe of that noble Grace of Charity, 
the bond of perfeRtneſs, : ] 
In our Sermons upon theſe ſubjects, the 
Principal Doctrines we taught were theſe, 
* That the H. Scriptures of the old and 
* New Teſtament, are the Infallible Word 
* of God and the perfe& Rule of Faith and 
* Manners. That the Reformation from 
Porery 1s the Cauſe of God, ſufficiently 
proved by theſe glorious Divine Truths, 
which we rejoyce to find contain'd in the 
* publick Confeſſions of the Reformed 
* Churches, and particularly in our WEST- 
_ © MINSTER-CONEFESSION ; wherein we 
< have a moſt valuable Treaſure of Goſpel- 
Truth. That Infallibility is juſtly diſclaim- 
* ed by all Proteſtant Churches; That there- 
* fore all the Deciſions of Councils and Sy- 
nods in Matters of Religion ought to be 
examined according to the Word of God: 
And that every private Chriſtian hath an 
*Eſſential Unalienable Right of Judging for 
himſelf whether they be right or wrong; |, © 
That no Church ought to act towards her |; 
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Members,or 1 Siſter Church, as if 
they were Infallible ; That Chriſt Jeſus, as 
Head of the Church,hath the Uncommuni- 
cable Prerogative of making Laws to bind 
the Conſciences of his Subjects in Mat- 
ters of Religion and Eternal Salvation - 
That by his Deciſions alone they are to 
ſtand or fall - That he alone harh ſettled 
the terms of Communion which are con- 
tain'd in the Holy Scriptures ; And that jt 
is unwarrantable for ANY CHURCH or 
SOCIETY to make New Terms of Com- 
munion. Thar the rerms of Communion fet- 
ind led by our Loxp Jesvs chRISF, are the True 
and Only Center of Unity in the Chriſtian 

ly Church. That a cloſe adherence to them 
hs is the molt effectual way to promote Char- 
„“ ity and Love among all true Chriſtians; 
ned L. and a departing from them the way to 
T. | promote and perpetuate Schiſm. That it 
fe is the Duty of Chriſtians to forbear one 
auother in Love, and not to urge a rigid 
im- Uniformity in points of doubrful diſputation, 


gere- and that are not the plain Eſſentials of Re- 
Sy- © ligion. And to help Chriſtians to judge of 


be FUNDAMENTAL 1 Articles, we have 
14 . | taught that every Fundamental Article 
an | of Faith hath two Eſſential Characters 
For | 12, 1. That it be ſo clearh propounded 
ng 3 |. and opened in ſome place of ſcripture OE 
her Ker, that not only the Learned, but the . 


bers Unlearned, in a due uſe of the ordinary 
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means 


cc 


© ſtanding of it. 200 That the Holy Scrip- 
A tures make it neceſſary to ſalvation. As ]; 
for the Doctrine taught in Mr. Abernethys fo 


take notice of it. 5 


of peace on earth and Good will towards Men. 


Au the Church before, we ſhall heartily bewail it, 


| apprehend the true Meaning of the Title of the 


ee 


means, may all attain unto a ſufficient under- 


Sermon, we need not, in this ſhort abſtract 

And now Sir, we verily believe you cannot f 
impeach any of theſe doctrines of MNovelty - ch 
They appear to us, to be the pure and pre- 
cious truths of Jzsvs CuRIST, and the moſt E 
healing and ſeaſonable Doctrines that could 0 
be taught in this age of Diviſion and Con- |., 
tention : ſome of them are the Eſſential princi- . 
ples of PROTESTANTISM, the denial |.. 
whereof will inevitably lead us into a relapſe |... 
into Popery ; and all of them open the way 


It theſe Doctrines muſt be branded with the 
name of New Dodctrines and teaching them, be 
called a ſetting up for New light that never appear d 


and cannot bur expreſs our concern, that ff 
you have given ſuch an handle to your un- e 
wary reader for paſſing that ſevere and un- 
juſt cenſure upon them. | | 

The whole of your refle&ions upon Mr. 
Abernethy's ſermon are founded on Three 


miſtakes. The Firſt is, that you do not 


Sermon, and of the Doctrine proſecuted in it: 
for by that propoſition, That Religious Obedieuc 
is founded on perſonal perſuakon is meant n 

SS Sac mor 


1 
more than this, that Religious Obedience ne- 
4 ceffarily implies Perſonal Perſuaſion as Efential 
, i to it. For where there is no perſuaſion there 


rac “ The-whole explication given of Perſonal 
| Perjuafion, and all the arguments uſed in 
the Sermon for proving the Doctrine, ſhow 
this to be the obvious Meaning of it, and 
particularly theſe words p. 20 In matters 
ok the higheſt importance we cannot be 
** accepted without Perſuaſion ; to ſay we 
could, would be in efte& to ſay we may 
be ſaved by a meer profeſſion anda courſe 
* of External Actions; that is, by Hypocriſy. 
** Had you duly adverted to this you might 
Mn. have ſpared the greateſt part of your re- 
marks: which evidently tho* very unjuſtly 
ſappoſe, that Perſuaſion, is ſer up not as an 
eſſential qualification of acceptable obedience 
o the revealed will of God, but as a Rule In- 


themſelves. Then you would have had no occa- 
ion for ſaying, that we make a Bible f our Con- 
cience (p 9. Nor for that unfriendly Reflection 
ou caſt upon his doctrine p. 10. But by 
no means can it | conſcience} be juſtly cal- 
led the foundation of our obedience, or 
© that our obedience is founded on it, unleſs 


© tell us plainly that Humane reaſon is our Rule 


„is no Faith; And whatſoever is not of Faith is 


ependent on, Nay, and eppoſite to the {criptures 


and guide even in points that directly relate to 
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eternal ſalvation, and with them dur Author 


plainly agrees. Pray, Sir, can you ima- 
gine that teaching the neceſſity of faith, and 
perſuaſion in order to make our obedience 


truly Religious and acceptable, to God (in 


which ſenſe alone it is called the foundation 
of our obedience) is aSocinian doctrine? or, 
does our aſſerting the neceſſity of a full 
peu ſuaſion of God's word being the only Rule 
of Faith infer that we ſet up Reafon as 
another Rule > we cannot but expreſs a juſt 
deteſtation of our being ſo unjuſtly branded 
with Socinianiſm; and heartliy wiſh you may 
ſee the evil of this way of treating your 


Brethren; N NNE | 
A Second Miſtake in your refleftions, 
is, that you inſinuate the Doctrine taught 


in the ſermon to endanger the ſafety of the 


Civil Government and to encourage Treaſon 


and Rebellion; while you tell us of many 


<<. who are perſuaded that King George is 
< not our Lawful King and many are per. 
© ſuaded that the Pretender is their Lawful 
*© we may conclude that thoſe who were 
< taken in the Rebellion at Dumblain or Pre- 
fon, were unjuſtly dealt with, and their 


ce conſciences trampled upoh, when ſome off 


them were Executed and ſome of them ſent 
abroad: Words cannot be more expreſs to 
ſhow how inconſequential and. groundleſs 
this ſort of reaſoning is, than theſe following 
paſſages of the Sermon. p. 35. © But this 
| 55 does 


rr 2 


1 


Hs . 

*F does not in the E38 impair the Magiſtra- 
* te's juſt power, who has ſtill enough reſcr- 
£ ved for his care, even the whole extent of 
Humane Actions, which regard the Publick 


£ Peace. Under that conſideration alone 


they are proper for his Cognizaace, And 


* he hath fuch an Authority as no Pleas of 
* Conſcience can ſuperſede. Our Doctrine then 


is plainly this, when any man is convicted 
of Treaſon, Rebellion, or any Crime againſt the 


Safety and Peacc of the State, if he plead Con- 
ſcience, Let God Almighty Fudge of that Plea, 


but the Magiſtrate may and ought to Puniſh 


- 


him notwithſtanding, by vertue of a Power he 


has, which NO PLEA of that nature can 


. Superſede. 1 EE 
Your Third Miſtake is founded upon you::- 
apprehend ing, that the Doctrine of that Sermon 
proſtitutes the Communion of the Church to 


Adulterers, Inceſtuous perſons, the Vileſt and 
-malt Profane, and thoſe. wha err in Fundamen- 


tal and Eſſential Articles of Faith; and if all 


or any of theſe ſhou'd plead to be receiv d in- 


to the Communion of the Church and tell 
her, they are ſullh Perſuaded in their own winds, 


that their Vile Errors are foznd Principles, and 


their Immoralities are lawful, the Church muſt 
- Receive them, You put the Caſe, p. 22. That 


ſuch demand to be received into full Com- 


„ munion. of the Church; And then 


you put the Queſtion, how can our Bro- 
© ther refuſe, according to his own Principles, 


** 


E to grant em all Privileges. © B 2 There 


I2 


mon; Which ſhow to à demonſtration that 
the Author of it (and all of us are of the ſame 
mind) maintains the quite contray Doctrine 
to what you Alledge. The firft is in theſe 
words pa - 36. © I do not ſpeà k of that which 


* duty of Chriſtians to ſeparate from the 
cc fellowſhip of thoſe who are called Brethren 


a) 


# deſcribes them, 1 Cor. 5. 1 1. Fornicators,Cove- 
ce tous, Lolaters, Railers, Drunkards, Extortioners; 
«© or, Who in any other like Inſtances notori- 
e ouſly. trangreſs the Plain and Eſſential Pre- 
cepts of Jeſus Chriſt; for the Apoſtle ex- 


© ous perſon from among them ; and Aﬀe 

* their right (Which is the common Right of 
4 all cakIsTIAN CURCHES) ſo far to Judge em 
© that are within. Let this page by . 
with the following words page. 37. 

Becauſe the Rules of the Goſpel direct us 
to ſeparate from thoſe who are openly Scanda- 
lous and Profligate in their lives, doing thoſe 

things which the'\Cbmmon Senſe of mankind 
condemns,therefore we may alfoSeparate from 
ſuch as Differ from us, in things wherein the 
ſincerity of Chriſtians permit em to Differ. 
From theſe Paſſuges it is evident, that we 
maintain it tobe the unqueſtionable! Duty and 


Right of eyery 8 baten o a the 
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There are two plain bilige 5 in the Ser- 


js not only the right, but the indiſpenſible 


< and walk diſorderly, that is, as the Apoſtle 


c horts the Corinthians to put away the 28 u= 
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Tokens of Chriſtian mnt art not to eat 
with theſe very perſons, whom you think our 
Principles oblige us to Receive into full Com- 
munion, and yet this is no Uſurpation of an 
Authority over the Conſciences of thoſe Per- 
ſons ; for we leave their Conſciences to their 


great Judge; and in the mean time the Church 


loses the light of her own Conſcience and 
full Peyſuaſion, in Doing her Duty in that, which 
the grearelt Aſſertors of Church-power have 
took'd upon to be the higheſt Inſtance of it: and 
therefore it is very unjuſt to repreſent us as ene- 
mies to the Goverment and Diſcipline of the 
Church of Chriſt, and to alledge we thruſt 
it out,and putPerſonalPerſuaf on in the room of1t. 
Indeed we think, that tis very agreeable to 


Charity, that thoſe points wherein the reaſon 


of Men and the Enceriey of Chriftians permit them 


ti als and Vitals of Religion, ſhou'd not occa- 
ſion. any Breach, Alienation of Affection or Ex- 
commuuicating Canons; In theſe things there 
ought to be a Chriſtian Forbearance amongſt 
good Men and true Believers; this Doctrine 
is largely proſecuted thro” that Sermon, and 


and his Apoſtles, and has been taught us by. 
our pious and Learned Fathers, whoſe memory 
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our Doctrine to be oppoſite to em all, 


this time upwards. to the Aſcenſion of Chriſt We 


protend not to ſuch a general acquaintance 
B 3 


to differ, and which therefore cannot be Eſſen- 


we are confident tis the Doctrine af Chriſt 


you ſhhu'd not. abuſe ſo far, as to repreſent 


with 
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with all the 8 of | Godly Miniſters 
and people who Eived ſince the early date you 
mention, to be able to pronounce what their unf 
interrupted ſentiments have been in that pe 
remptory way you do, yet preſume it were no 


had matter to ſet before yor a cloud of witneſſes, {© 
=_ who all Eſpouſed the very Principles, youſ** 
wou ' d repreſent as Dangerous and Wicked.“ 


But we ſhall Content our ſelves with the ſingle.“ 
Teſtimony of ſuch, as we find Collected“ 
1 to your hand by that Learned and faithful“ 
WMiniſter of the Goſpel the Revd. Mr. George“ 

oF Gilleſpie, In his Engliſh popiſh Ceremonies. © *Tis}©© 
< certain ſays he p. 9. That Human Lawsþ<* 
2M < as they come from Men, and in reſpe& afl 
1 e any force or autho rity which Men can“ 
_ e give them, have no Power to bind the Con-“ 


1 
- ©. — 
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| e ſcience. Neque enim cum hominibus ſed cum: 
1 F uno Deo negotium eſt conſcientiis noſtris. Sait h“ 
=_ « Calvin. Over our Souls and Conſciences, 
1 e nemini Juicquan juris niſi Deo ſaith 714. 
= Len. From Fherome's diſtinction, that a King preefF* * 
 wolentibus, butra Biſhop Volentibus. Marcus Anf 
= Zzonius de Dominis well concludeth FVolentif* 
of bus gregi præeſſe, excludit omnem juriſdifionem Of © 
== ©. poteſtatem imperativam ac coactivam & ſolanſ© 
a e fignificat direttiuam, ubi viz. in libertate ſub 
1 e diti eſt & parere & non parere, ita ut qu 
| ©, © praefſt nihil habeat quo nolenteme parere adigat a” 


* parendum. This poin the provethin thatChapſ 
F ter at length, where he diſputeth both again 
324 oral and ſpiritual coactive Iuriſdictioff. 1 
temporal and Ipiritual coactive Juriſdi 


{ters 
Y you 


ir unn in the Church. If it be demanded, to what 
t pe. purpoſe ſerveth then the enacting of Eccleſia- 
re not ſtical Laws, ſince they have not in them a- 
ꝛeſſes l ny power to bind the Conſcience ? I Anſ- 
you“ wer. The uſe and end for which Eccleſia- 
cked. ] — Laws do ſerve, is. 1. For the plain 


0 


ingleſ* dMovery of ſuch things as the Law ef God 
ected “ r Nature do require of us, ſo that Law- 
thful}®* which of it ſelf hath power to bind, com- 
zeorgel®© meth from the Prieſts and Miniſters of the 


*Tis}©© Lord neither auToxRATORIKOS nor NOMO- 

Law“ THETIEOS but Declarative, Mal. 2..7. 2. For 0 

ct af declaring to us what is fitteſt in ſuch things Al 
can“ as are in their own Nature indifferent, and 1 


Con“ neither inforced by the Law of God nor Na- 

d cum ture, and which part ſhould be followed in 
Saithſ© rheſethings;as moſt convenient. The Laws. of 
ences] the Church then are appointed to let us ſee 
h 77 the neceſſity of the firſt kind of things, and 
praefF* what is expedient in the other kind of things, 
us Anf and therefore they are more properly cal- : 
lent; led Directions, Inſtructions, Admonitions 
nem Of than Laws. For I ſpeak, of Eecleſiaſtical 
folai Laws qua tales, that is, as they are the con- 
e ſub ſtutions of Men who are ſet over us, thus 
ut qu conſidered, they have only vim dirigendi & 
ligat a * monend:; It is ſaid of the Apoſtles, that they. 
t Chap were conſtitute dottrinæ Chriſti tefles, non nope * 
again Doctrine legiſtatores. And the ſame mayſ he 
dictioſf ſaid of all the Miniſters of the Goſpel, when 
i Diſcipline is taken in with Doctrine. 
We hope Sir, you and we, and all ouf 
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18 lad, and that NE oy no material” Dias. 
rence among us; and therefore we, dectate| 


it to be our Tebberc deſtrè to live in Eo and 


Conſtant Comhiunion with: them, if they will 


permit us, of which wecan 't entertain any doubt, 


And we do not underſtand what you can meat 


when you charge us with leaving em, 055 


parating from en; the uſual acceptatio 


thoſe terms fi fgnifies bur” ſetting up a Separate 
Communion; which is ſo Far from being 
true, that the Searcher o hearts knows” tha 
we have not the leaſt Thot or Inclinationn 


0 do it; we heartily wiſh that vou had 


comply'd with the earneſt defire made-to. you 


by ſome of us with allipoſſible* importunity ; q 1 


viz that you ſhouꝰ d firſt privately hold a Bro- 


 therly Conference with us upon theſe headsinors 


der to our mutual ſatisfaction, you know® this 


was done the day of May, and why yo 


declin'd ſo Chriſtiana Dory, and very; oon 9 
attack d us from the Preſs, is What e (1 


Can beſt account for. we are 
Rev'd Sir, your affectionate Brerhręn and 
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